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THE ADVISORY COUNCIL:

Inspiring Adventure.
Investing in the future.

Who we are...
The North Carolina Outdoor Heritage Advisory Council is working to
enable the next generation of passionate participants in North
Carolina’s outdoor heritage activities. The Council provides leadership,
guidance, and funding through programs and initiatives throughout
the state, providing kids and teens with opportunities to encounter
and experience the outdoors. We are helping kids step away from the
electronic devices and discover those activities in the Carolina
wilderness that have been enjoyed for generations, but are now seeing
a decline in interest. That includes outdoor heritage activities like
hiking, hunting, fishing, horseback riding, camping, archery, canoeing,
bird watching, kayaking, swimming, and more. The Council's long-term
vision is to preserve the health, heritage, and natural resources of our
great state by inspiring a new generation of outdoor adventurers. The
best way to do that is by igniting a passion for the outdoors through
the language that all kids speak fluently: fun. 



A year in review...
The year 2020 brought unique challenges for us here at the NC Outdoor Heritage
Advisory Council, just like it did for much of the world. In March, when the schools
shut down, that meant we had to postpone the majority of trips for our GO Grants.
We worked with all the schools whose trips and projects had to be postponed due to
COVID to try and reschedule as many as possible. Most schools took us up on the
opportunity to reschedule and have their trips planned for spring of 2021. 

Most of the events we had planned to attend for outreach or fundraising were also
canceled. But in the midst of uncertain times we were able to adapt, to provide
content and services to the public. We began sharing ideas and resources for virtual
and outdoor learning for both teachers to utilize and for parents. We began creating
new content that can be used during the pandemic and for years to come. We
expanded our Outdoor Heritage Patch Program. We created a new program called the
Outdoor Heritage Hunter Education Voucher Program. When the state shut down so
did all of the free options for hunter safety courses. So we started offering vouchers
for youth 16 and under in NC to take the course for free online. And with COVID we
expand our GO Grant program to better serve schools, organizations and local
governments during this time. 



Hiking 
Bird watching
Camping 
Paddle Adventurer (Kayaking, Canoeing, Paddle Boarding, etc.)
Hunting: 

Bear
Deer
Duck 
Turkey

Fishing 
Brook Trout 
Catfish
Dolphin
Largemouth Bass
Red Drum 
Striped Bass 

Archery 
Rifle 
Shotgun 
Swimming 
Fishing 

This year we introduced all new designs for our previous 12 tasks, and added 2 additional tasks,
camping and paddle adventurer. We also added a brand new type of patch called our Achievement
Patches. The achievement patches are patches kids 16 and under will earn once. They must
complete a workbook and other requirements that show they are proficient in that skill or use of
that particular sport game equipment.. 

The 2020 featured tasks 

The All-New Achievement Patches: 

NC Outdoor Heritage 
Patch Program



NC Schools 
Go Outside (GO) Grants 

Salvation Army/Boys and Girls Club of Greensboro was offering virtual academy at their location,
they received a grant to take their students on various field trips outdoors, including a hiking trip
to Pilot Mountain State Park. 
Carrington Middle School in Durham County received a grant for their agriculture department to
build rabbit boxes so their rabbits could live outside so the students could still come to the school
and help take care of them even during virtual learning. 
Enka High School in Buncombe County received a grant to build a barn for students in various
classes to be able to have class outdoors and to house their animals. 
Caraway Camp and Conference Center received a grant to start a day camp program where kids
could get help with virtual learning and learn how to fish, go kayaking, participate in ropes courses
and other outdoor activities while the parents went to work. This program will serve Randolph and
surrounding counties.
St. Thomas More Academy in Wake County received a grant to buy camping equipment that
because of Covid-19 they couldn't rent. They take groups of students camping multiple times a
semester. 
Durham Public Schools Hub Farm received a grant to expand their current outdoor learning
opportunities, including a new greenhouse, new classroom spaces and new equipment. This
facility serves students across the entire county. 
South Brunswick High School received a grant to build an outdoor classroom to provide outdoor
learning spaces. 

When the schools moved to remote learning in March, many of our GO Grants were affected. Almost
all scheduled trips were postponed indefinitely and projects to build outdoor learning spaces were
paused. We worked with the teachers who had been awarded the grants to reschedule their trips for a
later date and to restart their projects this past fall or coming spring. 

This summer, the General Assembly awarded us $2 million in COVID-19 Relief Funds. After receiving
the funds in August, we successfully awarded 153 grants to schools, organizations and local
governments, all across the state impacting thousands of students. 

We expanded our normal guidelines to accommodate more outdoor classrooms and structures, to
allow for social distancing. We allowed organizations and local government who were working with
students thanks to remote learning to create new programming and opportunities to take students
outdoors. Many pools were closed this summer meaning the options for swim lessons had been
reduced so we offered scholarships for 100 youth to learn to swim this fall. 

Some examples of some amazing COVID Relief GO Grants are below: 



NC Outdoor Heritage Trust Fund
for Youth Outdoor Heritage

Promotion

The North Carolina Outdoor Heritage Trust Fund for Youth Outdoor Heritage Promotion was was
established in 2015 by the General Assembly. When someone purchases a hunting, fishing, trapping or

vessel license they have the opportunity to donate $1, $2, $5, $15, $25 or other amount directly to the trust
fund. 

Since the Council hired staff in 2019, we have seen great growth in the trust fund.  We have seen our monthly
donation count increase by 2.5-3 times the amount we were bringing in just a year ago. 

*July 2020-October 2020
numbers only


